
A Long Look At The Blues (Part 1) 
By 

Tim Price 
 
 Everyone loves to play the blues.  In this lesson, I’ve taken an in-depth approach 
to give you all some information, new ideas, ear training, and fresh approaches to this 
form. 
 
 #1 is a favorite blues lick of mine by the great blues sax player Noble “Thin Man” 
Watts.  It’s on a dominant 7th chord, and it’s a four bar phrase.  Check it out!  #2 is 68 
blues licks and phrases in various keys, tempos, and styles. 
 
 Play through each “lick”.  Listen to how it sounds.  Get so it just jumps out of 
your sax.  Then… after you play through all of them, go back, and pick your favorites 
and start to learn them through all the keys.  Try one lick a week to get started.  Once you 
get into it, pick some more out that appeal to you and do the same.  This can be a never 
ending study, so take you time and have some fun. 
 
 Remember…the blues is a must to have together no matter what bag you’re 
playing.  Many master jazz players are great blues players, e.g., Gene Ammons, Coltrane, 
and Sonny Stitt. 
 
 Many great rock sax players have strong blues roots.  Listen to early guys like Lee 
Allen and Red Prystock.   
 
 OK—This should be some big fun… get started now. 
 

See you next month—with Part 2! 
 
Tim Price 
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